small and looks rather old. He has a constant worried expression as if he were trying to fathom some deep problem. He reported that he got a hundred every day in arithmetic in school, but that he could not do spelling and reading at all. He said that he had missed a lot of school in moving about from place to place, and that he was always put down when he changed schools. He said also that when he went back after being out he "Felt like a dummy and never caught up to the rest of the children." At the time of his examination he was in the second grade. causes, some of which may be: poor home environment, lack of proper care and nutrition, constant moving from one school to another, lack of any real foundation of the fundemental operations in the three R's and an attempt to pile up knowledge on a foundation which is not there, specific mental defects (one of which is his poor retentiveness and perhaps others which did not manifest themselves in the short time I worked with him). All of these things may have had a part in his retardation. Saul gave promise of being able to make a good amount of progress, and one was encouraged to go on working with him. He had good persistent attention, energy enough to see him through when he was interested.
He had good planfulness, and his ideas always appeared to be a step or two ahead of the game. He would lapse into a kind of absentness or vacancy when he was not interested, but this did not happen often. He insisted that he liked to learn and said that he would rather come to the clinic to be taught than to play, but that he hated to go to school for they "made him feel like a dummy and treated him rough"?the exact meaning of which I was never able to discover.
